
Words Issue Two 
On a Lighter Note - Solutions 

Puzzle Solution 
There are three switches downstairs.  Each 
corresponds to one of the three light bulbs 
in the attic. You can turn the switches on 
and off and leave them in any position.  
How would you identify which switch 
corresponds to which light bulb, if you are 
only allowed one trip upstairs? 

Turn on one switch for five minutes then turn it 
off.  Then turn on a second switch and run 
upstairs. 
The light that’s off but warm to the touch 
belongs to the first switch. 
The light that is on is controlled by the second 
switch. 
The light that is off (and cold to touch) belongs 
to the switch you didn’t use. 

While flying over farmland, a pilot notices 
the rectangular shape of the fields below. 
She sketches the lines that divide the fields. 

When she returns to the airport, she 
wonders how many different rectangles can 
be formed by the lines drawn? 

 

Eighteen:  
• one x whole composite block (1,2,3,4,5,6) 
• six x separate blocks (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
• three x horizontal pairs (1 & 4) (2 & 5) (3 & 

6) 
• four x  vertical pairs (1 & 2) (2 & 3) (4 & 5) 

(5 & 6) 
• two x vertical triplets (1,2,3) (4,5,6) 
• two x large blocks (1,4,2 & 5) (2,5,3 & 6) 

 
NB  A square is also a rectangle 

 

What word becomes a palindrome when 
viewed upside down and backwards? SWIMS 
To what proverbs are these wordy 
explanations referring? 

1. If a large solid-hoofed mammal 
becomes available to you without 
compensation, refrain from casting 
your faculty for seeing into the oral 
cavity of such a creature. 

2. Each vaporous mass suspended in 
the firmament has an interior 
decoration of metallic hue. 

3. Do not traverse a structure erected 
to afford passage over a waterway 
until the time of drawing nigh unto it. 

 
 
 

1. Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth. 
 
 
 
 

2. Every cloud has a silver lining. 
 
 

3. Don’t cross a bridge until you come to 
it. 

 


