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Brendan Spillane is an acclaimed Australian educator, speaker and coach. He 
works as an Executive Coach with a range of senior leaders from business, 
education and elite as well as community sports.  

Brendan began his career as a teacher and then a Principal before working in a 
statewide capacity for Catholic Education Western Australia. He held several 
senior roles on state and national executives of his professional associations 
including a period as APPA Vice-President.  

He is currently working with a range of corporate and sporting organisations as 
well as with schools, systems and professional associations. In 2019, he was a 
critical friend to Michael Fullan in support of his book ‘Nuance’ and he continues 
a close working relationship with Fullan in 2020 in deepening the understanding 
of ‘Connected Autonomy’, a key concept that emerged from that work. 

Brendan has delivered keynote addresses at a wide range of conferences in 
Australia, New Zealand, US, Singapore and elsewhere. He presented a Keynote 
Address at ICOT 2015 (Bilbao, Spain) in the area of critical thinking for 
organisational success. In 2019, he was a Keynote Presenter at Singapore’s 
national CoachSG Conference. He is currently working with a number of 
programs and individual coaches preparing for the 2021 (!) Olympic Games in 
Tokyo and also works in a number of senior leadership programs in Australia and 
New Zealand, including the Coach Accelerator Program, the High-Performance 
Sport NZ flagship learning program. He also works as a system level ‘critical 
friend’ to two educational systems.  

An engaging speaker and presenter, Brendan uses a powerful blend of story, 
metaphor and humour to create the conditions for a more authentic and 
insightful dialogue in groups. His professional interests include developing the 
narrative intelligence of leaders, exploring the practical connection between 
wellness and performance and supporting people to balance empathy and 
candour in their professional conversations.  


